
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



152 COMMENTS 

The cost of this treatment is about $50 a day and is a negligible 
amount when it is divided by the number of million gallons treated, 
as the resultant cost per million gallons is about 13 cents. 

The writer again requests that others who may have had experi- 
ence with treatment of large bodies of water for the destruction of 
algae growths, will communicate with the Editor of the Joubnal, 
setting forth such experience for the benefit of all interested. 

Wm. W. Brush. 

in union is strength 

One of the features of the Iowa Section of our Association is its 
interest in the larger problems of water works administration and 
the effect of state legislation on water supplies. At the recent meet- 
ing in Mason City, for instance, a legislative committee was ap- 
pointed after a full discussion of desirable changes in the statutes 
relating to water works, to present these reforms to the Iowa Code 
Commission. This is a commission appointed by the last general 
assembly to revise the State Code by eliminating obsolete laws and 
harmonizing those which conflict more or less. The Commission is 
not to go into salaries or budget, it is understood, but solely into 
the revision of the statutes. 

The sessions of this commission afford an unusual opportunity 
for improving the legislation affecting the work of the Iowa Section 
members and advantage is being taken of them. Already Messrs. 
Shoemaker, Carlin and McEvoy, with the writer, have appeared 
before the commission and other meetings will be held, it is ex- 
pected. At the first meeting the following topics were presented 
informally: 

1. A proposal to require the metering of all water supplied by 
municipally owned water plants to public buildings, parks, water 
fountains, bathing beaches, garbage dumps, disposal plants and 
other public users of water, with the provision that such water now 
commonly supplied without charge be paid for by the city at actual 
operation costs, excluding cost of extensions from the calculations. 
The charge for each year is to be based upon the actual cost of water 
during the preceding year. 

2. A proposal to make mandatory the levying of a millage tax 
by the city council for the support of the municipal water plant 
upon receiving certification of necessity from the governing board 
of the plant. 



COMMENTS 163 

3. A proposal to permit the assessment of real estate along the 
lines of proposed extensions of the mains of mmiicipal water plants 
for the purpose of meeting the cost of lajdng such mains. Upon 
the property owner making connection to these mains and becoming 
an actual user of water, the amount of the assessment is to be re- 
turned to him according to a scheme to be devised. The assessment 
is to be calculated on the cost of laying 6-inch pipe and where a 
larger pipe is laid the difference is to come from the general funds of 
the plant. 

4. A proposal to allow the board of trustees or other governing 
body of a mimicipal water plant to pension and retire at its discretion 
any employee who has been in the service of the plant for twenty-five 
years or more. 

The members of the Iowa Section hold that it is their duty to leave 
untried no opportimity to place the water supplies of the state in 
a condition of unquestionable efficiency, with respect to quaUty, 
quantity and management. They are united in this policy and 
while they may not obtain all they ask at this time, their combined 
influence is unquestionably making an impression where the inde- 
pendent action of a few individuals would be less regarded. The 
fact that such imited action is being taken, after full discussion, by 
a committee which is devoting itself whole-heartedly to its responsi- 
bilities, is worth mentioning in view of the occasional criticism 
made against water works men that it is impossible to get them to 
act collectively except in strictly technical matters. 

Jack J. Hinman, Jb. 

PBOGBESS IN B. COLI TESTS 

The paper by Captain Levine in this issue of the Jouenal de- 
serves the thoughtful attention of bacteriologists specializing in 
water analysis. There is a real necessity for developing a generally 
acceptable method of determining with fair reliabihty the presence 
of B. coli in water in a short time. The paper referred to is en- 
couraging, like that by Dr. William Mansfield Clark in the Joubnal 
two years ago. The suggestions are a step in the right direction, 
and as such are of distinct value to the bacteriologist and should be 
of interest to water works men as a class. 

There is one point which a reading of the paper raises that is 
worth attention. This is the meaning to be attached to such terms 



